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About the Singers

The Hart House Singers  is a non-auditioned choir that provides an opportunity for first-time and 
experienced singers to share in the joy of choral singing, to learn the art of song, to have fun, and to 
sing culturally and historically diverse repertoire.

 The art of song is an old tradition in Hart House, beginning with the all-male Hart House 
Glee Club, which amalgamated with the co-educational University of Toronto Chorus in 1972 to form 
the Hart House Chorus.  In the fall of 1976, with a modest budget and under the supervision of the 
Chorus, the Hart House Singers had their first season.  The choir continued to grow, and became fully 
independent in the fall of 1987.  Today, the Singers is one of several music performance ensembles at 
Hart House.  The Singers have a formal summer season in addition to the regular academic year, 
thus ensuring that choral music is made and heard all year round.

 Recent Singers ̓ highlights include Mozartʼs Requiem, Bachʼs Magnificat, Ramirezʼs 
Navidad Nuestra, and Stravinskyʼs Symphony of Psalms.  These were performed with orchestras 
made of students from the Royal Conservatory of Music and the Faculty of Music, University of 
Toronto.

Conductor
David Arnot-Johnston

David Arnot-Johnston  has directed many vocal and instrumental groups, 
including at Canadaʼs National Ballet School and Tafelmusikʼs Baroque 
Summer Institute at the University of Toronto.  He completed the graduate 
program in early music at the Royal Conservatory of The Hague, The 
Netherlands, and holds a Masters degree in music history and performance 
 from the University of Toronto. 

As a tenor soloist, David has performed with several early and contemporary ensembles, including 
Tafelmusik, the Studio de musique ancienne de Montréal, Opera Atelier, Dancemakers, Utrecht 
Barok Consort, La Capriola of Amsterdam, Hamilton Philharmonic, Ottawa Choral Society, Pierrot 
Ensemble, and the Toronto Consort.  He has sung as soloist under Sigiswald Kuijken, Andrew 
Parrott, William Christie, and with Emma Kirkby in works by Mozart, Handel, Bach, Lully, and 
Monteverdi.  David has recorded as an ensemble soloist on the Naxos, CBC, Marquis, and RCA/
BMG labels with Aradia Ensemble, Tafelmusik, the Canadian Brass, and Toronto Consort. A 
dedicated instructor of music, David directed the music education program at the Canadaʼs 
National Ballet School for ten years, and has also taught at several other educational institutions in 
the Toronto area. David has been the conductor of the Hart House Singers since September 2003.

Accompanist
Cecilia Lee
Cecilia Lee  received her Doctorate of Musical Arts last spring from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln.  She has studied piano with Paul Barnes, Nicole Narboni, 
Jack Winerock, and Lynda Metelsky.  Aspiring to be a versatile keyboard 
collaborator, Cecilia has also studied organ and harpsichord with Douglas Bodle, 
Eugene Gates, and Michael Bauer, clavichord with Gerhard Erber, and has 
attended fortepiano masterclasses with Bart van Oort.  Cecilia has also studied 
drumming with Kyoshi Nagata and Kwasi Dunyo.  Cecilia frequently participates in 

numerous international festivals in Europe and Asia as a chamber musician, and will be working as a 
collaborative musician for Banff Spring 2009 residency.  
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May Ing Ruehle  keeps busy as a freelancer, workshop clinician, and teacher.  She is a graduate of the 
performance program at the Faculty of Music, University of Toronto.  Her teachers have included Victor 
Danchenko, Leo Wigdorcik, Gerard Kantarjian, Louise Behrend, and Shinichi Suzuki.  May is artistic 
director for the Toronto Suzuki Studio, and maintains a thriving private studio. 

Violin
May Ing Ruehle

Sara Osman had her first violin lesson on her sixth birthday.  Since then, violin and music have played 
an important role in her life.  She studied violin with John Gomez in Ottawa, and was a musician in the 
Ottawa Youth Orchestra for many years, before performing with the Ottawa Symphony Orchestra.  Sara 
is currently pursuing a degree in International Development Studies at the University of Toronto.  
Through her love of music and art, she has been able to initiate various projects bringing music into the 
lives of children, both locally and internationally.  She is grateful to be performing with the Hart House 
Singers, both in the alto section and as a violinist.

Violin
Sara Osman

Samuel Huang  is a PhD candidate in the Department of Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Toronto. He has sung tenor in the Hart House Singers throughout his undergraduate studies in 
Engineering Science and his graduate studies. Samuel is a multitalented musician with proficiencies in 
clarinet, piano and violin, and has composed and performed several clarinet-piano pieces in student 
concerts. Besides music, Samuel also enjoys writing programming contests and fencing foil.

Clarinet
Samuel Huang

Samuel Bisson is a versatile young musician.  He is presently studying with Roman Borys, after 
having studied with Julian Armour and Paul Marleyn.  Samuel received his Bachelorʼs degree in cello 
performance at the University of Ottawa, and is currently pursuing studies at the University of Toronto.  
He has had the pleasure to play for many renowned cellists such as Janos Starker, Hans Jorgen 
Jensen, Denise Djokic, and Paul Katz in masterclasses and private settings.  Samuel has played in 
numerous chamber ensembles and orchestras as a soloist, principal cellist, and orchestral player, and 
has played under the direction of Timothy Vernon, Pinchas Zukerman, and Kazuyoshi Akiyama.  

Cello
Samuel Bisson
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Cathie Kessler  studied with Susan Barber and Jeff Reynolds.  While attending the University of 
Toronto for two degrees in mechanical engineering, she was privileged to play with the Hart House 
Orchestra and the Hart House Symphonic Band.  Cathie has also been a member of the Hart House 
Singers for the last three years.

Trumpet
Cathie Kessler
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Which makes the angels sing this night.]
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[Both now and evermore, Amen.]
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